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Dear Parents,
Last Friday a Welcome to New Families Barbeque was held with over 200 
people attending.  family games of sack races, croquet etc. and BBQ created 
a wonderful picnic atmosphere.  I wish to thank the 40/100 Committee for 
organising it and a special thanks to Elise Duffield and Class 10 students for 
the games as well as Caroline Craddock and Class 4 parents for the food.  I 
appreciate the many staff members and parents who helped on the day.  It was 
a great way to start the year.
This coming weekend we have invited special guests, The WordSisters, 
to give a performance to our community on Saturday night, 7:30pm in the 
Living Arts Centre.  These four women have a long association to Waldorf 
education and will reveal how one’s story, biography, can be made visible. On 
Sunday morning, 9-11am, there is a follow up workshop to become involved 
in recreating your individual biography.   I encourage everyone to attend either 
the performance or both including the workshop.  

“Imagination is more important than 
knowledge. For while knowledge 
defines all we currently know and 

understand, imagination points to all 
we might yet discover and create.”

Albert Einstein
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Classes 3 & 5 Swimming

6.30pm Class 5 P/T Meeting
6.30pm Class 6 P/T Meeting

Classes 3 & 5 Swimming

Classes 2 & 4 Swimming

6.00pm Class 12 P/T Meeting
7.00pm All Kindergartens P/T 
Meeting

Classes 2 & 4 Swimming

12.30pm Strawberries for sale for 
Valentine’s Day
6.30pm Class 8 P/T Meeting
7.00pm Class 1 P/T Meeting

Parent Craft Group 

https://www.facebook.com/mtbarkerwaldorfschool/


Principal

Save the date, 02 March in the LAC for a memorial to Brian Cusack to be 
held on his passing 1 year ago.  A group of people will be performing with 
different talents to mark the day.  If you wish to participate, please contact 
Jo-Anne Sarre
Fundraising target for 2019 is $140,000.  A Valentine’s Day event will launch 
the fundraising drive with Strawberries on a stick available for sale for .20 
cents each plus .20 cents to dip in dark chocolate.  The Strawberries will be 
for sale on the verandah of the IRC during Primary and High School lunch 
time.    Come see us and enjoy a sweet strawberry to warm your heart or to 
buy for another.  
Last week’s enews may have been misinterpreted when we welcomed the 
Class 1 afternoon teacher, Jessica Ryan and the Class 1 assistant teacher, 
Ann O’Connor.   Please join me to welcome and acknowledge them as new 
staff members.  I note, Julie Board is the Class 1 teacher and Jessica will be 
working in the afternoons with Ann as an assistant.

Helen Platell, JD | Principal

All in Good Time

Over the course of many years the Early Childhood 
Faculty have been listening, observing, reflecting and 
dreaming of the day when we could offer more children, 
more time, at kindergarten. During 2018 this vision came 
into reality with the assistance of many skilled people. 
Reaching in and reaching out we sourced what was 
needed to create two new kindergartens.
Over the summer break there was a crescendo of activity 
from teachers, parents, grounds staff, builders and 
administration to ensure the space was equipped and 

welcoming for the beginning of the new kindergarten 
year of 2019.
On Monday we opened the doors and welcomed in the 
eldest group of children who will pave the way for the 
younger children to begin over the next few weeks.
It is with heart felt gratitude that I thank everyone who 
has gone above and beyond to bring this to birth. 

Brioni Pridham | Director Early Childhood Education

Important Dates
Next week...

Disclaimer: The views or opinions expressed and activities advertised in this 
newsletter are those of the authors and do not necessarily reflect the official policy, 
position of or endorsement by the Mount Barker Waldorf School. Please make your 
own inquiry, judgement and decision to participate in any activities advertised.
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Swimming Classes 2 & 4
7.00pm Class 3 P/T Meeting

Swimming Classes 2 & 4
7.00pm Class 4 P/T Meeting

Swimming Classes 2 & 4
7.00pm Class 10 P/T Meeting

7.00pm Class 7 P/T Meeting

Parent Craft Group
9.30am Excursion Class 4 – Walk 
to School from St James Church



Liam Waterford

It is with great pleasure that I welcome all of you to 
this new year in my new role.  I feel like a class teacher 
starting Class One again, and I’m having the same sense 
of trepidation and nervousness, but with new appreciation 
and confidence.  I know most of what lies before me, I 
have a sense for the school.
A school is a wonderful thing, full of the energy and 
life of all who come into contact with it.  Some with a 
fleeting dip in and out, others who have helped shape and 
mould the very nature and presence of it, and everything 
in between.
When you have a broad overview of all that our school is, 
as I do in my position, you can almost sense the character 
and texture of it.  You almost feel as if you could capture 
it on canvas or in song; the spirit of the school lives 
in the imagination.  Is it a tree with strong deep roots, 
spreading branches and wonderful scent filled flowers? 
A flowing river with origins in a small creek high in the 
hills that has had many twists and turns, always getting 
stronger and forging new paths on to the horizon? Or 
maybe a myriad of colours all swirling, bursting, joining 
in harmony to create a sweeping tableau before spinning 
on.

Sometimes it is nice to step out of the immediacy of the 
daily routine, to breathe deeply and connect to this spirit 
of the school.  Try it next time you step on to the school 
grounds, say hello to the school and feel the connection.

Assistant Principal

Happy 
Valentine’s Day

Come see the Chocolate 
fountain and sweet 

strawberries on the IRC 
Verandah 

Thursday 14 February 
12:35 to 1:55pm

20c Plain Strawberry
40c Chocolate Dipped 

Strawberry

We are in the process of putting together the 
information and address book for 2019.  If you wish 
to feature on our list of Parent Community Networks, 
Skills and Business page, please send your details 
and a short paragraph to mpearse@mtbarkerwaldorf.
sa.edu.au. Entries need to be received by Friday 
22/2/19.

Front Office
Playgroup

Our Playgroups are now in full swing after the long 
summer break.  Because some of our families have 
taken up the offer of places for 3-4 year olds in the 
Kindergartens, there have been more vacancies for 
new families than in previous years.  It has been a joy 
to welcome returning friends and meet new ones, and 
to be immersed in the rhythm of the mornings once 
again.
This year marks the beginning of a new afternoon 
playgroup, for parents in their first year postpartum.  
During the term we will be visited by various 
practitioners in the community, who will share 
their knowledge and wisdom on particular topics, 
eg postnatal yoga, nutrition for mamas, Autumn 
musings...In addition to this there is time for chats 
with other parents, delicious food and drink and 
collective wonder as we watch the small beings 
before us unfold.
There is much anticipation for the year ahead, as we 
travel through its rhythms and seasons, and prepare 
for our move to the Early Childhood area in 2020.

Meridy | Administration Anna | Playgroup



This week some Class 9 students came in to help us with 
our “number fun” circuit lesson. The younger children 
loved having more individual support with their number 
work. It made ‘number fun’ even more fun. I was 
delighted to see the Class 9 students taking on leadership 
roles and sensitively and kindly helping the younger 
children to practice their skills. What a heart warming 
experience. Thank you Class 9s.

Class 2

Emilie | Class Teacher

Our Class group had its first working bee on the Saturday 
before school began. The two hours between 9 and 11 
were incredibly productive and ALL of the tasks on the 
list were completed plus many more. The morning was 
thoroughly appreciated and I hope that it was enjoyed by 
all. Not only did the adults join in to support the bee but 
many of the Class 1 children and some of their siblings 
were busy bees as well. Thank you one and all.
On the first day of school the new Class 1s were 
joined by the Class 12’s who guided them carefully 
and considerately to the Rose Ceremony. The children 
stepped bravely and strongly onto the mat which guided 
them. The Class 12 students made us proud with their care 
and responsible goodwill. Thank you to their Guardian, 
Katherine, for orchestrating the close bond, the seating 
arrangements and many of the overall details!
Many others have given time and effort to make it a 
moving and important ceremony. Thank you.
To other Class news...we have a resident blue tongue 
lizard that has made its presence felt near our front door. 
We are very happy to share our time with it.
The children have been busy becoming Class 1 students 

and we have been very active. We look forward to sharing 
more with you in future as we journey onwards with the 
Class 1 team of Jessica, Judith Ann and myself.

Class 1

Julie | Class Teacher



Tas in Class 7 spent a day in the holidays working on the 
Mount Barker Waldorf contribution to the Waldorf 100 
Loheland Wind Chime Project.
Every school around the world has been asked to send a 
resonant timber chime to Loheland School in Germany. 
in May a conference of Steiner craft teachers will be 
creating a giant wind chime.
Tas prepared our Silky Oak chime with a draw knife, a 
plane, abrasive paper and the pyrography set to label the 
chime.

Tech Studies
Wind Chime Project

Jocelyn | Tech Studies Teacher

Class 8

What a great start to the year!
Although there are always many changes to adjust to, 
Year 8’s and their teachers are getting to know each 
other and the way things work and flow together in 
the High School. The first Main Lesson is with Fiona. 
Students are exploring ‘The Art of Communication’ in a 
range of ways. It has been so great to pop into the class 
to witness lively discussions and a genuine interest. As 
you can see from the comments from students, electives 
are a highlight to the week. Being able to make more 

independent choices about learning areas is one of the 
great things about being in Year 8! I had the pleasure 
of painting flowers with Year 8’s on Friday. Here are a 
few examples. I was really impressed with their ability to 
explore and respond with water colour and pencil, freely. 
I have also included a couple of great action photos taken 
during the Mountain Biking elective with Mark. The 
photographer is Year 11 Photography student Alex Khoo.

Heidi | Class Guardian



By the end of 1979 the school was up and running and 
had embedded itself in the fabric of South Australia’s 
education environment. Nevertheless, the start of the 
school year in Mt Barker on 
11 February 1980 was experienced as another major 
commencement date.  
The summer holidays were brimming with even more 
energetic preparation for 1980 than for the year before.  
We had farewelled some parents and students because 
of the move to a site so far from the city, but the parent 
body soon included new families who appreciated the 
school’s arrival. Both current and new parents quickly 
got to work in January, helping the teachers prepare for 
the beginning of Term 1.
To achieve what needed to be completed beforehand 
required massive energy and focus. Equipment, furniture, 
supplies and records had to be packed up and stored, 
and St Bartholomew’s halls returned to their original 
state. Much organising was involved in finding suitable 
buildings for the new site, then arranging transport from 
the Quarantine Station on Torrens Island to Mt Barker 
and all the permissions and escorts necessary to make 
it possible. Many thanks are due to John Whisson and 
Milton Mellor, who led this part of the project and 
contributed so many hours to making it happen. 
So… up the mountain. Perhaps some of you drove on 

that section of the SE Freeway before it was upgraded to 
include tunnels? Remember the Devils’ Elbow? So now 
imagine three buildings making their way up the hill 
on semi-trailers, with accompanying police escorts and 
ETSA gangs at the ready, to lift electricity lines.
We’ll always be grateful to the skin-of-their-teeth 
transport operators who got those buildings to Sims Rd. 
Across the paddocks they came, frightening cows and 
kangaroos as they went. Not to mention us – we held our 
collective breath, as the semi-trailers with their ungainly 
loads bumped and wobbled their way through the long 
grass, over rabbit holes and rocks. 
The word ‘cowboys’ was muttered several times as we 
learned of battered traffic signs left beside the freeway 
and removalists’ nimble children darting underneath the 
trailers and chocking the wheels to lift the loads free of 
bridge rails. As you’ll see in the newspaper article of 23 
January, that was just a few weeks before school began. 
The older two buildings arrived headless. Milton and 
John had spent several hours at Torrens Island removing 
the gables, roofing material and framing of the pitched 
roofs on the two smaller buildings, as their height made 
them too unstable for the twisty mountain journey and 
too high to fit under bridges across the freeway.  The roof 
on the newer hospital building remained intact – this was 
fortunate, as it was later discovered to be an asbestos 
roof, and the building was demolished and removed 

Looking Back: Celbrating 40 Years



years later by a fully equipped asbestos removal team. 
We all had some degree of DIY experience, but I think 
everyone expanded their knowledge of building during 
those few weeks – even parents such as master carpenter 
David Kew and others whose experience was appreciated 
as we tackled the wide range of tasks. I became quite 
the putty expert, replacing glass in the multi-paned old 
windows and re-doing the ones that were unbroken. We 
all painted. On one 42°C day the paint dried as the brush 
finished each stroke, and we thought it would surely peel 
off before the summer ended. To our surprise, it lasted 
for years!
Whilst we painted and hammered, we marvelled at the 
two older buildings, and the wide panels of Sequoia 
sempervirens, Californian redwood, that we were 
covering with paint. Spare a thought as you walk by these 
two old buildings that they are architecturally historically 
significant, as Australia’s first portable buildings. They 
had been prepared for Florence Nightingale and her team, 
but the Crimean War ended before they were needed and 
the buildings were diverted to Australia and erected on 
Torrens Island. I imagine this has something to do with 
the naming of Nightingale Kindergarten. 

Once term began (and yes, busy builders though we’d 
been, there was also a school to establish and operate, 
and children to educate!) we were able to appreciate more 
fully, the beauty and expansiveness of this peaceful, rural 
sanctuary. Hardly a house was to be seen; the paddocks 
and hills stretched into the distance. There was breathing 
space and play space. The children thrived in the outdoor 
environment – they ran, climbed, sat in the shade, created 
miniature roads and dams, built cubbies from eucalypt 
branch drops and generally enjoyed themselves. It was a 
raw site for many months, but that didn’t seem to matter 
– it was so beautifully untouched, that we could simply 
enjoy the remnant trees and rocks and the miracle of the 
green-veiled hills and paddocks that appeared when the 
rains came in late autumn. 
Meanwhile, after classes had begun and bags and coats 
were hung on hooks outside the doors, our thoughts 

turned once more to accommodation needs. Deliberations 
on how to increase classroom space for 1981 were 
unavoidable, as the school was already bursting at the 
seams. The building now known as the Hub had been 
modified to create 3 classrooms - the new Class 1 and 
their teacher David Skewes, as well as Jennifer Bundey’s 
Class 2 and Jennifer West’s Class 3 worked in close 
proximity to each other in these tiny spaces. The one 
compensation was that we now had the great outdoors to 
balance indoor limitations.
In the Kindergarten building, a small corner room was 
left intact, and was used as an admin office.  The newer 
hospital building accommodated Alli Mazzone’s Year 4 
classroom, along with what was to become the school 
library for a few years, and a kitchen, staff room and 
toilets.  

Throughout that first year on the Mt Barker site, we 
established and marked out our rhythms for the years 
to follow. We experienced the weather at full-strength 
and became familiar with local seasonal cycles at close 
quarters – for some time, the classroom doors opened 
directly onto the land, uninterrupted by porches, 
pathways or garden beds. 
A swathe of paddock was kept mowed, to provide a 
snake-visible play space and a backdrop for a great many 

Jan 1980 The Hub – Classrooms 1, 2 & 3 in progress. Alduino 
Mazzone speaking to new parents, John Whisson on ladder, June 
Kew I foreground. Noela Maletz painting at corner of building, Tina 
Whisson painting, unidentified parent painting.

Jan 1980 Mt Barker Courier

Jan 1980 The admin building (used on Torrens Island as a hospital) 
crossing the paddock .



education and community activities. As the weather 
cooled, Milton and the Kindergarten children were able 
to bake potatoes and damper in the coals of an open 
fire, and milk Katie, the resident cow. All our seasonal 
festivals were able to be held outdoors, and there was 
great excitement at the thought of a Spring Fair on the 
school’s own property.
One of the most memorable festivals was our first Spring 
Festival in Mt Barker, as the whole school set out on 
foot for Mt Barker summit on a beautiful Spring day, 
with flags and costumes made for the occasion.  Gudrun 
Ludescher and Eva Tolstoshev followed along in a four-
wheel drive with snacks and lunches and the children sat 
and rested often, as we told a Spring story with many 
episodes, completing it on the summit itself.

Mt Barker, this small town that serviced the surrounding 
farming region, became our local community. They 
willingly shared news of our doings through the local 
weekly paper, the Mt Barker Courier, and we in turn 
became familiar with the region and the town and 
what it offered. Noela Maletz and I continued the craft 
workshops that had begun in the city, with a group of 

enthusiastic parents, and prepared for the October Spring 
Fair.  We delighted in the off-cuts of beautifully soft, pure 
wool and flannel from the Onkaparinga Woollen Mills 
and leather from the tannery in Mt Barker (though it 
must be said that everyone was somewhat relieved when 
the tannery closed, and the penetrating smell of leather-
curing was no more).
In this way, exploring and discovering the landscape, the 
region and what it offered and what we in turn could offer, 
the year progressed, and the school grew and settled into 
its home. We worked hard and were grateful for much – 
for the children, for their amazing parents who had all 
helped to bring this entity into being, for the interstate 
and international visitors who continued to share their 
experience of Steiner education with us, and for each 
other as colleagues. Above all, we were thankful for the 
generosity of the donors who made it possible for the 
school to begin its built journey, and the generosity that 
had led us to this beautiful place, which we recognise as 
the traditional lands of the Peramangk people. 

To this day, we remain grateful to Betty Sickel and the 
Liebelt family and to Gary Sickel, who trusted us not to 
misuse or squander his gift of 20 acres of prime farming 
land, so generously and unconditionally bequeathed 
to this young and untried enterprise. We were young 
and energetic enough to believe wholeheartedly in the 
ongoing success of the school and it must have been 
infectious, as Gary continued to believe with us, and to 
enjoy visiting and staying in touch as the years flew by.

by Doreen Mellor

Sept 1980 Spring Festival Walk to Mt Barker summit – Class 1 
starting out

Sept 1980 Spring Festival Walk to Mt Barker summit.  Quite a way 
to go as yet.

February 1980 – school grounds, with the ash tree in middle dis-
tance on the right.





Welcome back to returning families and a warm welcome 
to new families joining our school this year.
Mount Barker Waldorf School has a long history of 
families creating craft, both for the school and for the 
families in the community. Many people have generously 
shared their skills with one another over the years so that 
beautiful handmade items can grace the classrooms of 
our children and our homes.
The current Parent Craft Group gathers weekly during 
the term to not only make beautiful handmade craft, but 
also to foster a sense of community and keep the skills of 
handcraft alive. The craft we make is sold at Spring Fair 
to raise funds for the school.
We have been busy over the holiday break, stitching 
native animals, dolls and story dolls for the new 
kindergarten, along with continuing to make dolls for the 
100 dolls project that we contribute to. 
You are warmly invited to join us each Friday 9am – 
11.30am in the Parent Room. All materials are provided 
for you to create something handmade to raise funds for 
our school, or you are welcome to bring along something 
that you are working on of your own.

If you are in a class that contributes to Autumn Trading 
Table or Craft for the Spring Fair why not join us as you 
stitch and sew? We welcome new ideas and are generous 
in sharing our skills and knowledge.
Children are welcome under the supervision of their 
parents.  Tea is provided - bring along your own morning 
tea.

Craft Group

Kylie | 0417 812 726

The Word Sisters are four mature women united over a 
common desire to investigate and express
archetypal creative sources. In our practice we have 
woven speech and drama, movement, eurythmy, 
meditation, storytelling and biographical writing.
When playful curiosity and phenomenological enquiry 
came together in speech, writing and our life stories 
‘Dancing Backwards’ was created. 
Jenny Hill is a professional storyteller with extensive 
experience in performance, education and community 
projects. Her present focus is in providing professional  
development in early childhood education.
Dale Irving is a former public school drama teacher 
and arts’ educator, who now works with biography 
consultation after training with Karl-Heinz Finke. She 
presents courses for the Perth Rudolf Steiner College.
Renate Millonig works extensively as an actor, director 
and workshop facilitator within mainstream as well as 
Steiner acting and education contexts. Her initial study 
was in Rudolf Steiner’s Speech & Drama with Mechthild 
Harkness.

Rosemary Stevens is a published author who teaches 
creative and professional writing at Curtin University. 
Her involvement with anthroposophy began in the early 
80s as a pioneer parent of the Perth Waldorf School, 
where she was playgroup leader in the foundational 
years.

See “Dancing Backwards” at the Adelaide Fringe, 
Saturday, 16 Feb in the Living Arts Centre

Dancing Barckwards



Saturday 16th February 7.30 pm 
$20 , $15 Concession 

The Living Arts Centre 
Mt Barker Waldorf School 27 Sims Rd, Mt Barker 

Tickets available at the door or through the Fringe 

“Spellbound…at the edge of my seat.” 
            “What extraordinary depth and revelation!  
                      Wisdom and maturity shine with passion, humour, life!”

WORD SISTERS 
perform 

‘Dancing Backwards’ 
Jenny Hill, Dale Irving, Rosemary Stevens and Renate Millonig 

Four women working with Waldorf Education 

perform their stories,  

weaving from periphery to centre stage, 

journeying through the vowel moods.  
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